THE  MONEY  QUESTION
at Longwood, and Napoleon ordered Noverraz, his servant, to break up his bed and burn it. This, we are told, produced a great effect among the "yam-stocks" (for so were the inhabitants of St. Helena nicknamed), "and the tyranny of the governor/' Gourgaud gravely adds, " is at its last gasp/'
Theatrical strokes were, of course, by no means unfamiliar to him. Like all great men, he was a man of high imagination, and this imagination made him keenly alive to scenic effect. While on the throne he had done much in this way, generally with success. He liked to date his victorious despatches from the palace of a vanquished monarch: he would fly into a histrionic passion before a scared circle of ambassadors : he would play the bosom friend with a brother emperor for weeks at a time. He studied his costumes as carefully as any stage manager of these latter days. He would have placed in a particular part of the ranks veterans whose biographies had been supplied to him, and would delight them with the knowledge of their services. Metternich declares that the announcement of his victories was prepared with similar care. Rumors of defeat were sedulously spread; the ministers appeared uneasy and depressed; then, in the midst of the general anxiety, the thunder of cannon announced a new triumph. And his effects were generally happy. During the Russian campaign there are two more dubious instances, one of which was at least open to criticism, the other of which certainly caused disgust. In the midst of the terrible anxieties of his stay at Moscow, with fire and famine around him, with winter and disaster menacing his retreat, he dictated and sent
105 he attempted the same effect on a smaller scale. Fuel was short
